
102nd year No. 7 Thursday, may 17, 2012 seventy-five cents

(Continued on page 6)

High School’s ‘Spirit Week’
canceled, then reinstated

By Gretchen Henkel

Lisa Snedeker, the town’s director of social services, was feted with a 
birthday cake during the grand re-opening of the Senior Center held last 
Thursday (May 10). Helping her to celebrate are Mayor Mike Gonnelli, her 
daughter, Kelsey, who just finished her first year at the College of New 
Jersey, and her mother, Carole Jernstedt. (More photos on Pages 10-11.)

The town’s second annual health fair and 
plant sale was held Saturday at the Rec Center. 
Above, a local family looks at kittens offered 
by the Animal Shelter, and below Mayor Mike 
Gonnelli poses with Carol Ann Scheiner (left) 
and Jane Kelly. (More photos next week.)

The school board meet-
ing of May 10 ran a gam-
ut of emotions as a frustrat-
ed administrator poured her 
heart out to the board, a re-
spected and beloved teacher 
received a standing ovation, 
an irate parent demand-
ed that the board suspend 
a teacher, and a high school 
student delivered an articu-

late, well-formulated speech 
regarding the cancellation 
of the school’s “Spirit Week.” 
In between these emotion-
al highs and lows, reports 
were given by student gov-
ernment organizations and 
school principals, and the 
board approved, tabled and 
rejected resolutions.

Initially, there appeared 
to be some confusion about 
procedure and protocol with 
a new president at the helm 
following the recent reorga-
nization of the board. Guid-
ed by interim board sec-
retary H. Ron Smith, Jack 
McStowe, the new president, 
settled into his role and the 
meeting ran smoothly there-
after.

The first order of business  
was to recognize Secaucus 
High School social studies 
teacher Michael Gehm for 
being named “Outstanding 
Star Teacher” for 2012 by the 
Bergen Record. Gehm was 
nominated for the honor by 
student Brianna Marra. The 
long-time teacher received 
a standing ovation from the 
audience and the board. 

McStowe commented that 
Gehm “is a wonderful per-
son, a wonderful teacher.” 
Gehm received the award 
for  his passion for educa-
tion, love for students and 
his desire to get students to 
achieve their goals.

phase out
academies?

Linda Diemer, the dis-
trict’s director of secondary 
education, lauded the social 
studies teacher each time 
she spoke at the meeting, 
citing his love of teaching, 
his concern for his students, 
using him as an example of 
what teaching should be. Di-
emer was asked to speak by 
Superintendent of Schools 
Cynthia Randina regard-
ing the high school’s Media 
Academy which has elicit-
ed controversy over the past 
few months. There had been 
talk about eliminating the 
Academy due to lack of en-
rollment, however, the board 
opted to retain it. Controver-
sy also stemmed from some 


